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Could Usha Vance, a practising Hindu, be next US First Lady?
United States Vice

President JD Vance is widely
regarded as the heir apparent
to US President Donald
Trump. Vance has few rivals
in the MAGA (Make America
Great Again) universe. Cuban-
origin Secretary of State
Marco Rubio doesn’t have
Vance’s appeal in the deep
red states where the next US
presidential elections will be
won or lost. Rubio’s central
role in the US attack on
Venezuela has not endeared
him to America’s large

Hispanic, Spanish-speaking
population. Congressional
midterm elections in 2026 will
show which way the political
wind is blowing. Trump has
often hinted that Vance could
be his successor to lead the
Republican party into the 2028
presidential election. He has
reluctantly abandoned his own
bid for a third term which the
US Constitution expressly
prohibits. Trump knows time
is running out on his
presidency. The US Supreme
Court will soon deliver its

verdict on whether
Washington’s trade tariffs are
lawful. A defeat for Trump in
America’s highest court could
tar the remaining three years
of his term. By January 2027,
attention will anyway swing
away from 80-year-old Trump
to the 2028 presidential
primaries. Vance is likely to be
the Republican nominee but a
Vance win is not guaranteed.

Recent opinion polls show
the Republican party could
lose the House of
Representatives to the Democrats in 2026. The

Senate is likely to stay with the
Republicans, albeit with a
reduced majority. Vance
himself is not popular with the
mainstream Republican party.
His background as a southern
hillbil ly jars with many
Americans. Though the US
has always had a racist core,
that core has been
mainstreamed by Trump and
his White supremacist
followers. Vance belongs to
this demographic but he is also
married to Indian-origin Usha
Chilukuri, whose family
migrated to the US from
Andhra Pradesh in the 1980s.
Usha has a bachelor’s degree
in history from Yale University,
a master’s degree in
philosophy from Cambridge
University and a doctorate
from Yale Law School. She had
a stellar legal practice till 2024
when she resigned to, as she
said, “care for our family”.

Usha is a practising Hindu
but her three mixed-race
children are being brought up
as Christians. They attend
church regularly. Usha herself
has resisted pressure to
convert to Christianity. Vance
was an evangelical before
converting to Catholicism.

Social media abuse
directed at Usha has peaked
ever since it became clear that
she could be America’s next
First Lady if Vance succeeds
Trump as president in the 2028
presidential election. It is a
measure of rising animosity
against Indians in MAGA-led
America that the country was
comfortable with a Black First
Lady in Michelle Obama but
not a Hindu First Lady.

This is a consequence of
the Christian nationalism that
has fuelled the MAGA
movement. Charlie Kirk, who
was assassinated last year, led
the movement. Nick Fuentes
has taken over his mantle but
has even more incendiary
views.  He is anti-Jew and
anti-Islam and a vocal admirer
of Adolf Hitler.

American politics is now a
MAGA snake-pit with hate and
abuse proliferating on social
media, from X and Instagram
to YouTube and podcasts. If
he wins the Republican
primaries as the party’s
presidential nominee in 2028,
Vance’s politics will come
under intense scrutiny.

Vance has frequently
decried growing Islamic
influence in Western Europe.
Like Trump, Vance is
splenetically anti-immigration.
But unlike Trump and other

members of the Trump
cabinet, he does not vent his
spleen against legal migrants.
He reserves that for
unchecked immigration into
Europe.

At his landmark address at
the 2025 Munich Security
Conference in February 2025,
Vance warned an audience of
top European political and
military leaders: “Free speech,
I fear, is in retreat.” Vance was
referring to censorship of
conservative and religious
speech across Western
Europe but especially in
Britain. Like Trump too, Vance
has been strongly critical of
London Mayor Sadiq Khan
whom he blames for allowing
Islamists free rein in the
British capital.

Vance is more favourably
disposed towards India. During
a visit to New Delhi last April,
Vance took his family to meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Vance called Modi “a great
leader” and said that it was
an honour to meet him. He
added that the prime minister
was “incredibly kind to my
family”.
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y{ËkðkË ¾kŒu ‘…ºkfkhíð™e rðMŒhŒe rûkrŒòu’ rð»kÞ …h ‘‚sof ‚kÚku ‚tðkË’ ‚ur{™kh ÞkuòÞk
‚kƒhfk tXk, „wshkŒ «u‚

yfkË{e, „ktÄe™„h y™u «kËurþf
{krnŒe f[uhe, y{ËkðkË™k ‚tÞwõŒ
W…¢{u yksu y{ËkðkË {u™us{uLx

yu‚kur‚Þuþ™ (AMA) ¾kŒu ‘‚sof

‚kÚk u  ‚tðkË’ fkÞo¢{ ytŒ„oŒ

‘…ºkfkhíð™e rðMŒhŒe rûkrŒòu:

LÞqÍ…u…hÚke LÞqÍ…kuxo÷ ‚wÄe’ rð»kÞ
…h yuf rËð‚eÞ ‚ur{™kh™w t
ykÞkus™ fhðk{kt ykÔÞwt nŒwt.

yk ‚ur{™kh™ku {wÏÞ WÆu~Þ
…ºkfkhíð™k ûkuºk{kt ykðe hnu÷k

ykÄwr™f …rhðŒo™ku y™u rzrsx÷

Þw„™k …zfkhku rðþu ¼krð …ºkfkhku™u
yð„Œ fhkððk™k u nŒk u.

‚ur{™kh{kt …ºkfkhíð™k ðŒo{k™

«ðknku y™u xuf™ku÷kuS™k fkhýu

{kæÞ{ku{kt ykðu÷k ƒË÷kð rðþu

‚rðMŒkh [[ko fhðk{kt ykðe nŒe.

yk yð‚hu ðrhc …ºkfkh y™u

{erzÞk ŒäTÅk ©e ™huþ Ëðuyu
…ºkfkhíð™k {qÕÞku rðþu ðkŒ fhŒk
sýkÔÞwt nŒwt fu, {kæÞ{ ¼÷u ƒË÷kÞ
…htŒw 'fLxuLx RÍ ®f„' (Content
is King). Œu{ýu M…ü fÞw O f u
LÞqÍ…u…h nkuÞ fu LÞqÍ …kuxo÷, òu

Œ{kÁt fLx uLx {sƒqŒ y™u
‚íÞŒk‚¼h nþu Œku s Œ{u yks™k

M…Äkoí{f Þw„{kt xfe þfþku.
‚kurþÞ÷ {erzÞk™k VkÞËk

sýkðŒk ©e Ëðuyu fÌkw t fu, yk
{kæÞ{u ‚k{kLÞ {ký‚™u …ý

…kuŒk™ku yðks hsq fhðk™wt Ã÷uxVku{o
…qÁt …kzâw t Au, …htŒw Œu™e ‚kÚku
sðkƒËkhe …ý ðÄe Au. Œu{ýu

rðãkÚkeoyku™u ¾k‚ y™whkuÄ fÞkuo fu
…ºkfkhíð{kt ‘hkE®x„ ÂMf÷' y™u

'¼k»kk™e ‚äŒk' yr™ðkÞo Au,
fkhý fu ÷¾u÷wt nt{uþk ðt[kÞ Au y™u
Œu ÷ktƒk ‚{Þ ‚wÄe «¼kð Akuzu Au.
ðÄw{kt, Œu{ýu yks™k ‚{Þ{kt
Vu÷kŒe 'r{‚-RLVku{u oþ™' y™u

'rz‚-RLVku{uoþ™' (¼úk{f {krnŒe)
‚k{u ÷k÷ƒ¥ke ÄhŒk sýkÔÞwt nŒwt fu,
fkuE…ý ‚{k[kh™u ¢ku‚-[uf fÞko

ð„h yk„¤ Ä…kððk òuEyu ™nª.

Œu{ýu yuykE (AI) îkhk ƒ™Œe

¾kuxe E{uòu y™u ‚kurþÞ÷ {erzÞk

…h ÚkŒk Œu™k ËwÁ…Þku„ rðþu ®[Œk
ÔÞõŒ fhe nŒe. ©e Ëðuyu

…ºkfkhíð™k rðãkÚkeoyku™u «uhýk

yk…Œk fÌkw t fu, òu Œ{khk yuf
rh…k ux oÚke ‚{ks{kt ‚fkhkí{f

ƒË÷kð ykðu, su{ fu fkuE „k{{kt
…w÷ ƒ™u fu fkuE sYrhÞkŒ{tË™u
‚hfkhe ‚nkÞ {¤u, Œku s Œ{kÁt
…ºkfkhíð ‚kÚkof „ýkþu. Œu{ýu

ytŒ{kt sýkÔÞwt fu fLxuLx™k ‚sof
Œhefu Œ{u sux÷k {sƒqŒ nþku,
yux÷wt s Œ{kÁt …ºkfkhíð ŒusMðe
ƒ™þu. ðrhc ‚t…kËf y™u …ºkfkh

©e ysÞ ™kÞfu …ºkfkhíð™k

ƒË÷kŒk {kæÞ{ku ðå[u y¾ƒkh™e

rðï‚™eÞŒk …h ¼kh {qfŒk
sýkÔÞwt nŒwt fu, ¼÷u yksu xeðe,
‚kurþÞ÷ {erzÞk y™u LÞqÍ
…kuxoÕ‚™ku ÔÞk… ðæÞku nkuÞ, …htŒw
y¾ƒkh yksu …ý …ºkfkhíð™ku

{sƒqŒ …kÞku Au. Œu{ýu ‘LÞqÍ’™u
…ºkfkhíð™ku {wÏÞ ½xf „ýkðŒk fÌkwt
fu, {kæÞ{ ¼÷u ƒË÷kÞ …htŒw su
…eh‚ðk{kt ykðu Au Œu™e „wýð¥kk
y™u rðï‚™eÞŒk ‚kiÚke ðÄw {níð
Ähkðu Au. y¾ƒkhku™e rðþu»kŒk

‚{òðŒk Œu{ýu W{uÞwO fu, ßÞkhu
rzrsx÷ {erzÞk{kt Íz…™wt {níð Au,
íÞkhu y¾ƒkhku …k‚u Ÿzký…qðof™wt
rð~÷u»ký (In-depth reporting)
y™u ‚íÞŒk™e [fk‚ýe fhðk™e Œf

y™u sðkƒËkhe Au. …ºkfkhíð™k

rðãkÚkeoyku™u ÔÞðnkÁ {k„oËþo™

yk…Œk ©e ™kÞfu sýkÔÞwt nŒwt fu,
fkhrfËeo™e þYykŒ{kt fk uE…ý
{u„uÍe™ fu ‚{k[kh …ºk{kt ykuAk{kt

ykuAwt yuf ð»ko …kÞk™wt fk{ fhðwt
òuEyu, su™kÚke rð»kÞ™e ‚{s y™u
‚tðkË™e f¤k ðÄw ‚wÿZ ƒ™u Au.
yks™k ‘RLVku{uoþ™ ykuðh÷kuz’™k

Þw„{kt y¾ƒkhku™e ¼qr{fk nðu {kºk
‚{k[kh yk…ðk …qhŒe ™nª, …htŒw
½x™kyku™k rðMŒ]Œ yuõ‚Ã÷u™uþ™
(rð~÷u»ký) yk…ðk™e Au, su Œu™e
rðï‚™eÞŒk xfkðe hk¾þu yu{

Œu{ýu W{uÞwO nŒwt.
„ktÄe™„h™k ‚tÞwõŒ {krnŒe

r™Þk{f ©e zk ì. ‚tsÞ f[kux u

…ºkfkhíð™k ƒË÷kŒk «ðknku y™u

yktfzkfeÞ rð„Œku …h «fkþ …kzŒk

sýkÔÞwt nŒwt fu, …ºkfkhíð nðu {kºk
yuf r{þ™ fu ÔÞð‚kÞ (Profes-
sion) …qhŒwt ‚er{Œ ™ hnuŒk yuf
{kuxk ÔÞð‚kÞ (Business) Œhefu

…ý W¼he hÌkwt Au.  Œu{ýu sýkÔÞwt fu
1780{kt ‘ƒt„k¤ „uÍux’Úke þY
ÚkÞu÷e ‚Vh yksu 2.3 rxÙr÷Þ™
Yr…Þk™e {erzÞk y™u yuzðxkoR®Í„
Rfku™ku{e ‚wÄe …nkut[e Au. ¼khŒ{kt
nk÷{kt 900Úke ðÄw xeðe [u™÷ku y™u
y‚tÏÞ yku™÷kR™ hurzÞku Mxuþ™ku

fkÞohŒ Au, su {kæÞ{ku™k ÔÞk…f
rðMŒkh™u Ëþkoðu Au. …ºkfkhíð™k

rðãkÚkeoyku™u ‚tƒkuÄŒk Œu{ýu fÌkwt fu,
‚{k[kh nðu yuf '…urh‚uƒ÷ «kuzõx'

ƒ™e „E Au, su™wt ykÞw»Þ ¾qƒ xqtfwt
Au, ŒuÚke Œu™e «MŒwrŒ y™u ‚[kuxŒk
¾qƒ {níð™e Au. ðÄw{kt, ‚kurþÞ÷
{erzÞk™k «¼kð rðþu ðkŒ fhŒk

Œu{ýu W{uÞwO fu, ¼khŒ{kt ytËksu 90
fhkuz {kuƒkE÷ Äkhfku{ktÚke 72 fhkuz

÷kufku ‚kurþÞ÷ {erzÞk …h ‚r¢Þ Au,
su{ktÚke {kuxku ð„o LÞqÍ fLÍ{Ãþ™
{kxu yk Ã÷uxVkuB‚o™ku W…Þku„ fhu Au.

ykŠxrVrþÞ÷ RLxur÷sL‚ (AI) y™u

[ux-S…exe (ChatGPT) suðk

ykÄwr™f ‚kÄ™ku™ku WÕ÷u¾ fhŒk
Œu{ýu sýkÔÞwt fu, xuf™ku÷kuS™ku
W…Þku„ sYh fhðku òuEyu.
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